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INTERIM RETAlXi PRICE INDEX 

MARCH QUARTER, 1954. 

1. This, summary contains the Interim Retail Price Index fo r the six. State 
capital c i t i e s f o r March quarter, 1954j in comparison with ear l ier periods. 

2. The index was described in S.S.265 of 24th March, 1954. -Aa there 
stated i t has been compiled fo r the years 195°-51 to 1952-53 and f o r each 
quarter from September, 1952. The l i s t of items covered by the index i s 
representative of a high proportion of expenditure of wage earner households, 
The weighting pattern and the l i s t of component items in the Interim Index 
are relevant to conditions now current. Those of the "C" Series Retai l Price 
Index are relevant to the pre-war pattern of wage earner expenditure and 
consumption. 

i . The l i s t of items in the Interim Index i s more comprehensive than that 
cf the "C" Series Index and some of the principal food weights and group weights 
d i f f a r substantially from' those used in the "C" Series Index. 

4. The group indexes and the aggregate Interim Retail Price Index are. 
shown belows-

TABLE I s INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES 

Weighted Average of Six Capital Cit ies 
(Base s Year 1952-53 =100) 

Period Pood Clothing & 
Drapery 

Rent Other 
Items 

Total -
A l l Groups 

: - ar -

1950-51 (a ) 67.9 78.1 90.3 76.3 74-9 

1951-52 ( a ) 89-4 93.8 92.6 91.3 91.4 

1952-53 (a) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Quarter -

1952 September 99-8 98.0 97.0 98.7 98.8 

December 98.5 99-6 99.0 100.0 99.3 

1953 March 100.0 100.4 101.4 100.6 100.4 

June 101,7 102.0 102.6 100.7 101.6 

September *103.? 101.5 103.3 101.0 102.4 

December 103-4 101.6 103.9 100.5 102.2 

1954 March 104.0 101,8 104.9 101.2 102.7 

(a ) Ye, r ended June. 

1007. 



5 - Table I I sHows^Hi" aggregate Interim Reta i l Price Index f o r each of 
•fciie s ix State capi ta l c i t i e s individually in. comparison with the weighted , 
a v e r a g e index f o r the a i x State "capitals"oomfiinedt— • . • • . . „ 

TABLE I I s INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX ; 
FOR SIX CAPITAL CITIES, SEPARATELY AND COMBINED 

• ' . . " • • 

(Base o f . Irii lex 'forTBacfi'' C'ity and f o r SixTCapital Ci t ies t 
Jea f " 155^-53" = 1.QQ) "'".'" 

Per iod Sydney Melb-
ourne "' 

Br is-
-bar.e- • 

Adel-
• a'ide* " , Perth Hobart Six Capital • 

Cities (•!)') 

Y e a r — 

1950-51 (a) 74.6 75.2 76.4 74-7 74.5 73.1. 74.9" 
1951-52 (a) 91,7 91.0 92.7 90.9 90.7 89.9 '91.4 
19 5 2-53 (a) 100.0 100.0' 100.0 100.0 100,0 too.o 100.0 

Q u a r t e r - • / 
1 9 5 2 September 98.6 98.6 99.3 99.7 98.8 97.'2 . . .. 98.8 

December 99 >4 99.2 99-4 99.0 . 99.3 9 7 - a . , ' 99.3 
1 9 5 3 March 100.5 *100.3 100,2 1 0 0 . 1 *100.4 101.8 100,4 

June 101.5 101.8 101.1 101.2 1 0 1 . 6 103.2 101,6 
September *102.2 102.6 *102.0 102.1 *102.7 106.9 102.4 • 
December 101.8 102.2 103.1 101.7 102.2 107.4 102.2 

1 9 5 4 March 102.6 102.4 103.8 102.0 103.3 106.7 102.7 

(a) Year ended June, (b ) Weighted average. 

6 . The above indexes measure pr ice movements f o r each c i t y individually 
o v e r the period shoria. • •• They indicate •4he •-di-ff ereri-ce in-degre-e—Q'f • price move-
m e n t in respective c i t i e s ov.er the periods shown. But they do not provide a 
comparison of absolute pr ice -level-in-arty city-wi-th'--the-prioe l eve l of any other 
c i t y , 

7- " " ~ "In Tables I and I I the indexes marked by an aster isk have been sl ightly 
r e v i s e d since their f i r s t publication on 24th March. This, has been due to the 
insltus-ion of r ice throughout the'index. The"revisions 'in' e'&oh 'case were plus 
or- minus 0,1. 

3 . The fo l lowing table shpws f o r each, of the past three f i s c a l years- and 
f o r each of the seven quarters September, 1952 to March, 1954 "the Interim Index 
f o r -the Six Capital C i t i e s combined, with the year 1952-53 as base - 100 in 
ocrr.r arison with the "C" Series Indox recomputed to the same bases-

TABLE I I I s COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS (Base 8 Year 1952-53 a 10p) • 

Period 

Y o a r -
1950-51 ja) 
1951 -52 a 
1952-53 (a) 

Quarter -

1 9 5 2 September 

19 53 

19 54 

Ite combs r 
March 
June 
September 
December 
March 

.Six Capita!). Ci t ies 
(Weighted Average) 

-98 .8 
99.3 

100.4 
101.6 
102.4 
102.2 
102.7 

( a ) Ysar ended June. 

4 

3. 

9. Figures appearing a f te r the decimal point in the tablga herein, 
possess l i t t l e s igni f icance f o r general s t a t i s t i c a l purposed. t They are inserted 
merely to avoid the minor distort ions that would occur in rounding o f f the 
f i gures to the nearest whole number. 
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